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me one of us who deals with Mr. Kanji Dwarakadas
over labour problems was told in a casual conversation
over the telephone that he understands that we had
received your second letter and that yoft had accepted
our explanation regarding our finances, but that you
were now inquiring about our morals. I hope you
understand our own reactions to the way the problem
of correspondence with us is being dealt with by your
Secretariat. In several papers messages have appeared
that give the substance of your questions to us but
not our answer to you and make insinuations. We have
kept the Press at arm's length so far.
. In public life there is a code and in our national
movement we all take a particular pride in the fact
that we observe a higher code than in the public life
of other countries. I am saying this not only because
we feel bad about it but because it brings discredit to
our national movement of which you are the living
-symbol.
I may as well give in the very beginning, our re-
action to your letter as a whole. If my own father had
"written to me what you have written, I'would NOT
have answered his letter and I would never again have
.gone to meet him. I am writing to you because you
are the nation's Father, it will be unpatriotic on my
part to get angry with you, even when you insult and
humiliate us. I know you don't mean it but your
ignorance of our. views and your prejudices against
our Party are so, great that you don't even realise what
you are writing. I would request you -to show the copy
of your letters to me to Mrs. Naidu and Syts. Bhula-^
'bhai Desai and C. Rajagopalachariarwand hear for your-
self if they do not also agree with me that I -am per-
fectly justified in so sharply reacting to your letter.
I will not take up the political part of your letter